I am writing to ask your support for HR 3210, the “Relief Act” introduced in the House by Hon. Jim Cooper (D-TN), Hon. Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) and Hon. Mary Bono Mack (R-CA).  Senate support is also requested. The bi-partisan House bill seeks to address the unintended consequences of the 2008 amendment to the Lacey Act that are impacting small and large businesses.  These U.S. companies, like mine, have concerns not only about the potential for overly-broad application of the law but also about the unpredictability in compliance obligations and enforcement created by the lack of regulations and consistent guidance.

Together with my associates in the music products industry, we are committed to preserving the integrity of the Lacey Act and helping to advance its policy objectives to combat illegal logging.  The RELIEF Act (HR 3210) addresses the following urgent issues: 

1. The need to clarify through statutory language that the Act does not apply to plants or plant products harvested or manufactured prior to the May 22, 2008 effective date of the amendments;

2. The need to eliminate the import declaration requirement as an imposed cost of business that does nothing to enforce the environmental goals of the law; and

3. The need to provide statutory language to make it clear that the Act provides innocent owner protection consistent with civil forfeiture law.

I am asking Congress to take action to assure that the 2008 Lacey Act Amendment does not destroy job growth opportunities or inhibit business growth and innovation but preserves and accomplishes the intent of the Lacey Act and provides for fair and environmentally-sound trade and commerce.
Thank you for your consideration.  I would appreciate hearing back from you at your earliest convenience.  Please let me know if you need additional information.  

